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CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
Examines the criminal procedure and prosecution of cases in the
criminal courts for misdemeanor and felony charges. Analyzes
issues related to criminal prosecution, the role of the
functionaries, and the sentencing process.
PREREQUISITES: NONE
COURSE RATIONALE:
This course is a survey of that conduct which the legislative
branch declares to be injurious to the people in general and
therefore prohibits it. Such conduct is a crime, a public
offense, and the applicable law is called criminal law. Murder
and armed robbery are examples of criminal conduct. One's legal
rights and duties are specified and defined by the substantive
law. A ban on sale of alcoholic beverages to minors is a common
example of substantive criminal law. The course also examines
procedure law. Procedural lav; dictates the mechanics of
administering the substantive law, as when it provides that a
driver cited for speeding may choose either to go to jail
immediately or to promise to appear in court at a future time
unless the prescribed bail is posted and forfeited in lieu of a
fine. One may or may not be guilty of the substantive criminal
law that forbids sale of alcoholic beverage to minors, for
example. Procedural law provides the mechanism by which
substantive law is applied.
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